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Chart B-3: Foreign Nationals Involved in Cannabis Incidents in Turkey

Significant Increases in Cannabis Seizures

Chart B-4: Quantities of Cannabis Seizures by Years

Source:  TNP/ASOC Reports   (2006-2007-2008)

Source: EMCDDA Standard Tables,  TNP/ASOC Reports 

1.6. Law

There is not a dedicated law for cannabis in Turkey. Cannabis is regulated 
in articles 188-192 of the TPC, like all the other drugs. However, in Article 188 
paragraph 1, 2, 3 and 4, while penalty is increased by  ½ in cases where the 
substance that is the subject of a crime is heroin, morphine or cocaine, no penalty 
increases are foreseen for cannabis. 

Law no. 2313 on Control of Narcotic Drugs bans cultivation of hemp for the 
purpose of producing cannabis (art. 3), and introduces licence requirements for 
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hemp production for other purposes (art. 23/1); the law regulates unlawful or 
unlicensed hemp cultivation as separate crimes (art. 23/4).

To facilitate the implementation of this law, the “Regulation on the Implementation 
of Law no. 2313 on Control of Narcotic Drug” which consists of 27 articles was 
issued.

The Regulation on Cultivation and Control of Hemp, published in the Official 
Gazette dated 21.10.1990, mainly regulates the following:

Definition of hemp, fibre, seed (art. 4).1-	

Provinces and districts where hemp can be cultivated (art. 5).2-	

Authority of the Ministry of Agriculture to expand or narrow the hemp 3-	
cultivation areas (art. 6).

Format and conditions relevant to applications for hemp cultivation permit 4-	
(art. 7); granting cultivation permit (art. 8); sample petition for applying for hemp 
cultivation permit; sample for certificate of hemp cultivation permit.

Control of hemp cultivation (art. 9–13).5-	

In drug seizures, informants and confiscators are paid a bonus in accordance 
with the “Regulation on Payment of Bonus to Informants and Confiscators in Cases 
of Seizure of Smuggled Items Under the Anti Smuggling Law no.5607” arranged as 
per article 23 of the Anti-Smuggling Law no 5607. The amount and payment mode 
of such bonus is also governed in the same regulation.

In Turkey, use of alcohol and/or narcotic-stimulant substances in traffic is 
prohibited via Law no 2918 on Highway Traffic, article 48 paragraph 6., and article 
97 of the Regulation on Highway Traffic. However, although alcohol tests are 
administered on drivers, there are no tests for narcotic and stimulant drugs yet.
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ANNEXES

ANNEX-1: LIST OF LEGISLATION THAT DRAW THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
FOR EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN ON A NATIONAL LEVEL WITH REGARD TO 
DRUGS AND DRUG ADDICTION IN TURKEY

1909 Shanghai Opium Convention,1.	

1912 The Hague Opium Convention, 2.	

(in which drugs were classified under different categories and described 
individually, and decisions related to controlling production, import and export of 
drugs were taken)

1925 Geneva Opium Convention 3.	

(Adopts the principles and descriptions included in the Hague Convention, and 
led to the establishment of an effective system to control international trading of 
narcotic substances) 

1931 Geneva Opium Convention, 4.	

1936 Geneva Convention, 5.	

(for the Suppression of the Illicit Traffic in Dangerous Drugs)

1948 Paris Protocol, 6.	 (on Synthetic Drugs)

1953 New York Opium Protocol ,7.	

(for Limiting and Regulating the Cultivation of the Poppy Plant, the Production of, 
International and Wholesale Trade in, and Use of Opium)

1961 United Nations Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 8.	 (The Convention 
was ratified via Law no.812 dated 27/12/1966, and Turkey’s participation in the 
Convention was decided via the Resolution of the Council of Ministers dated 
14/02/1967 and no 6/7732; the text of the Convention was published in the Official 
Gazette dated 12/05/1967 and numbered 12596),

1971 United Nations Convention on Psychotropic Substances 9.	 (Published in 
the Official Gazette dated 07.03.1981 and numbered 17272),

1988 United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 10.	
Psychotropic Substances (Published in the Official Gazette: 25.11.1995 / 22474),

Turkish Penal Law no. 765 11.	

Law no. 984 on Stores Selling Toxic and Effective Chemical Substances 12.	
Used in Pharmaceutical Firms, Arts and Agriculture

Law no. 1262 on Pharmaceutical and Medical Preparations,13.	

Martial Law no. 1402,14.	

Law no. 2313 on Control of Narcotic Drugs,15.	

Constitution of the Republic of Turkey no. 2709 (Article 58/2),16.	

Law no. 2559 on the Duties and Powers of the Police,17.	
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Law no. 2659 on the Council of Forensic Medicine,18.	

Law no. 2692 on the Turkish Coast Guard Command,19.	

Law no. 2803 on the Organization, Duties and Powers of the Gendarmerie,20.	

Highway Traffic Law no. 291821.	

Turkish Radio and Television Law no. 2954,22.	

Law No. 3201 on Security Organization23.	

Law No. 3298 on Narcotic Substances, Regulation no. 88/12850  and 24.	
Resolution of the Council of Ministers no 87/11703,

Anti-terrorism Law no. 3713,25.	

Law no. 3984 on the Establishment of Radio and Television Enterprises and 26.	
their Broadcasts,

Law no. 4207 on the Prevention of Harmful Effects of Tobacco Products,27.	

Law no. 4208 on the Prevention of Money Laundering,28.	

Law no. 4320 on the Protection of the Family,29.	

Customs Law no. 4458,30.	

Civil Law no 4721,31.	

Law no. 4810 on the Council of Forensic Medicine,32.	

Law no. 5584 on Postal Services,33.	

Law no. 5607 on Anti-smuggling,34.	

Turkish Penal Law no. 5237,35.	

Code of Criminal Procedures no. 5271,36.	

Law no. 5275 on the Execution of Penal and Security Measures,37.	

Law no. 5326 on Misdemeanours, 38.	

Child Protection Law no. 5395,39.	

Law no. 5402 on Establishment of the Probation and Help Centres and 40.	
Protection Boards,

Law no. 5549 on Prevention of Laundering of Proceeds from Crime, 41.	

Law no. 5651 on Control of Publications on the Internet and Combating 42.	
Crimes Committed Throught These Publications,

Law no. 5726 on Witness Protection,43.	

Law no. 5898 on protection of Human Health from the Harmful Effects of 44.	
Volatile Substances,

Law no. 6197 on Pharmacies and Pharmacists,45.	

Resolution of the Council of Ministers on the Principles Concerning Purchase, 46.	
Sale, Production, Export and Import of Narcotic Substances (O.G.: 17/05/1987) 
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By-Laws on the Administrative and Judicial Duties of the Coast Guard 47.	
Command,

Regulation on the Implementation of Court Decisions on Protective and 48.	
Supportive Measures in accordance with the Child Protection Law,

Regulation on Pharmacy Warehouses and Products Handled in Pharmacy 49.	
Warehouses,

Regulation on the Implementation of Law no. 4208 on Money Laundering,50.	

Regulation on the Working Principles and Procedures of the Coordination 51.	
Board for Combating Financial Crimes, 

Regulation on Controlled Deliveries and related Implementation Principles 52.	
and Procedures, 

Regulation on the Organization, Duties and Powers of the Gendarmerie,53.	

Regulation on Cultivation and Control of Cannabis,54.	

Regulation on Cultivation, Control, Harvesting, Production, Consumption, 55.	
Sale, Export and Import of Hashish,

Regulation on Probation and Help Centres and Protection Boards,56.	

Implementing Regulation on Chemicals Subject to Control, 57.	

Regulation on Substance Addiction Treatment Centres,58.	

Regulation on the Implementation of Court Decisions on Supportive 59.	
Measures in accordance with the Child Protection Law,

Regulation on Free Zones,60.	

Regulation on Improving Driver Behaviours,61.	

Communiqué on Standardization in Foreign Trade and Import Regime 62.	

Communiqué on the Training and Certification of Personnel Working at 63.	
Substance Addiction Centres,
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ANNEX-2: LIST OF DEPUTIES ON THE PARLIAMENTARY RESEARCH 
COMMISSION ON DRUGS

No Office Name Surname Province 

1 Chair Necdet ÜNÜVAR Adana MP

2 Deputy Chair Hasan KARA Kilis MP

3 Spokesperson Rüstem ZEYDAN Hakkari MP

4 Secretary Mehmet ERDOĞAN Gaziantep MP

5 Member Vahit KİLER Bitlis Milletvekili

6 Member Hasan ÖZDEMİR Gaziantep MP

7 Member Yaşar AĞYÜZ Gaziantep MP

8 Member Yahya DOĞAN Gümüşhane MP

9 Member Mehmet DOMAÇ İstanbul MP

10 Member Ahmet ERSİN İzmir MP

11 Member Canan ARITMAN İzmir MP

12 Member Musa SIVACIOĞLU Kastamonu MP

13 Member Gönül BEKİN ŞAHKULUBEY Mardin MP

14 Member M. Nuri YAMAN Muş MP

15 Member Lütfi ÇIRAKOĞLU Rize MP

16 Member Reşat DOĞRU Tokat MP
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ANNEX 3: AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED IN DEMAND 
REDUCTION, TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION AND SUPPLY REDUCTION

Agencies and Organizations involved in Demand Reduction, Treatment and 
Rehabilitation:

Ministry of Justice (Directorate General for Prisons and Detention Houses, •	
Department of Probation and Assistance Services),

Ministry of National Education (General Directorate of Special Education, •	
Guidance and Counselling Services, Department of Education Research and 
Development, Department of Physical Education, Sports and Scouts),

Ministry of Health (General Directorate of Pharmacy and Pharmaceuticals, •	
Presidency of the Refik Saydam Hygiene Centre, General Directorate of Curative 
Services, General Directorate of Primary Health Care Services),

Ministry of Industry and Trade,•	

Turkish Statistical Institute,•	

Ministry of Labour and Social Security,•	

General Directorate for Youth and Sports,•	

Social Services and Child Protection Agency,•	

Presidency of Religious Affairs,•	

Directorate General for Family and Social Studies,•	

Directorate General of the Turkish Radio and Television Corporation,•	

Turkish Radio and Television Supreme Council,•	

The Council of Higher Education of the Republic of Turkey,•	

Municipalities of Greater Ankara and Istanbul,•	

Substance Abuse Prevention Association (UMUD)..•	

Agencies and Organizations involved in Supply Reduction:

Ministry of Justice (The Council of Forensic Medicine)•	

Ministry of Interior (Turkish National Police –Anti-Smuggling and Organized •	
Crime Department, Department of Criminal Police Laboratories)

Ministry of Interior (General Command of Gendarmerie –Anti-Smuggling and •	
Organized Crime Department, Department of Criminal Police Laboratories)

Ministry of Interior (Turkish Coast Guard Command) •	

Undersecretariat of Customs (Directorate General of Customs •	
Enforcement)

Ministry of Health (General Directorate of Pharmacy and Pharmaceuticals) •	

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (Turkish Grain Board)•	
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ANNEX-4 : PROVINCES PREPARING PROVINCIAL ACTION PLANS AND 
SETTING UP PROVINCIAL COORDINATION COMMITTEES IN LINE WITH THE 
NATIONAL ACTION PLAN
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ANNEX-5: FOREIGN AND TURKISH LIAISON OFFICERS

Foreign Liaison Officers in Turkey

Country Number
USA 6
Germany 2
German Customs Officer 1
Albany 1
Belgium 3
Bka 1
Bulgaria 1
China 1
Denmark 1
France (Internal Security Deputy Attaché) 1
France (Org.Crime Lia. Of.) 2
Holland 1
UK 3
UK Customs Liaison Officer 1
Iran 1
Spain 1
Israel 1
Sweden 1
Italy 1
Japan 1
Hungary 1
Norway 1
Pakistan 1
Russia 1
S. Arabia 2
Ukraine 1
Greece 1

Turkish Liaison Officers Abroad

Country Number
Denmark 1
Austria 1
Italy 1
France 2
Holland 1
Belgium 1
UK 1
Romania 1
Azerbaijan 1
Uzbekistan 1
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